
Minister Message 
‘Tis the season 

Many of us spend time at community and school events and 
concerts. We hear the variety of music celebrating: the arrival of 
Santa, the history of Black Canadians with Kwanzaa, and the 
commemorating of Jewish history with Hanukkah. There seems 
to be the absence of music that speaks to the soul of this season.  

In the midst of these events my mind sings out: 
Do you see what I see? 
Do you hear what I hear? 
Do you know what I know? 
A child, a child... 

We celebrate this season to mark the birth of a child who grew 
into a man and turned the world upside down.  More than 2000 years later we still choose to 
follow in his way, the way of hope, peace, joy, and love. May you and yours hear the songs 
that sing in your heart about the gift of a baby who changed your lives! 
Christmas Blessings, Janet 
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Milestones, Awards, and Achievements 
Congratulations to the following people  

Atticus McIlraith was awarded the Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy award at the 2017 Manitoba 
Philanthropy Awards for his #NoBabyGoesHungry initiative, now on its 4th year. Atticus was only 8 

years old when he decided to get up and make a difference.  
 

Betty Sanguin and Eveline Cruise will be recognized at the Annual Fundraising Dinner for Oak Table 
for their dedicated service and leadership. The event will take place Saturday May 5th  

 
Joseph Chaeban will be opening a Ice cream shop this December called “Chaeban Ice Cream” it will be 

a healthier alternative to the ice cream we typically see, with amazing unique flavours and 
combinations you have never even dreamed of. His new business will also serve as employment for his 

extended family 



Leadership Team 

With the onset of fall, regular activities 
have resumed at CPUC with new ones 
added as well.  Some of these activities 
include Messy Church, Monday 
Afternoon Bridge,  Reading 
Reconciliation Book Club, garage sale, 
Appleby’s breakfast, Scouts and Guides,  
Stewardship Sunday and lunch, and new 
activities such as a drumming workshop 
led by Jay Stoller, a Syrian dinner (our 
final fund-raiser in support of our new 
Canadian families), a ukulele instruction 
group, a Reconciliation Circle which has 
five of our church members meeting with 
five Indigenous people, and author and 
social activist Shaun Loney as a guest 
speaker at a joint service with Harrow 
and Crescent Fort Rouge United 
Churches followed by a CPUC-hosted 
lunch.  We are definitely an actively 
engaged congregation.  

At this time of gift-giving, we encourage 
you to consider gifting one of CPUC’s gift 
items to that difficult-to-buy-for person 
on your Christmas list.  Attractive gift 
cards are available. 
It is truly a blessing to be part of the 
Churchill Park United Church family.  
All the best to you and yours this 
Christmas season and in 2018.  
Marlene Oldham 
Chair, Leadership Team  

 2

CHURCHILL PARK UNITED PROPHET                                                                                                                                                       DECEMBER 2017

MESSY CHURCH 
Messy Church, as the name implies, is a time to have fun and well to be MESSY. Each Messy 
Church has a Biblical Theme that is taught in a fun and active way. Last November the 
theme was David and Goliath and this December it is “waiting for Christmas” or Advent. 
Each Messy Church has a dinner and then activities for young 
and old. For David and Goliath we had activities such as face 
painting, and a sling shot game. This December we will have an 
obstacle course where the children (and adults too) get to travel 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem.   We will make a little manager to 
put beside our bed while waiting for Christmas day. There will be 
a taste and sniff activity that will help us learn about the foods 
and animals of the world. We can create fleecy sheep. Messy 
Church is often too short in time but is always interesting.  Adults are welcome to come 
alone if you must, but if you don’t have children you can bring your grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews or a neighbour and their children. Come out to meet others and enjoy the 
activities.   We are sure that you will want to come again.  
Virginia Braid 



Ministry and Personal 

Advent time again, at this time of year we all stop and reflect on the year that is almost at its end. We 
have had several changes around the church in 2017, we have lost some friends, gained new friends, 
enriched relationships and affirmed commitments to each other along the way. Our financial 
commitment for our Syrian brothers and sisters is almost at an end but our connection to them and 
the community is growing.  

Our staff and our volunteers are always working hard. Wayne has been doing a terrific job of keeping 
the memory garden healthy and as a beautiful place to sit and think, read or remember. I am sure he 
will miss the greenery as it is covered with several inches (possibly feet) of slush, ice and snow. He 
also keeps the inside of the building clean, safe and resets the chairs and tables for each renter.  

We are blessed to have Arlene as our music director. Her keen ear and loving heart have added so 
much to our Sunday services. With an eclectic mix of new music, special guests and a refreshing look 
at some “old” favourites, I personally am looking forward to what music/songs she and the choir will 
have for the Christmas season.  

We have filled the position of Office Administrator that Antoniya previously held. Antoniya has 
graciously stayed on as our bookkeeper. We welcome Meagan to our church and circle of friends 
during the busiest time of our year. With a warm smile she greets the day and all the craziness that is 
CPUC.  

Janet has been juggling her roles here at CPUC and with Presbytery. Now with an empty nest one 
would think she would have slowed down…however 
with the special services, fundraisers and outreach this 
past year she is busier than ever. She is a powerful, 
inspiring and humble leader and it is a pleasure to 
work with her in this ministry. Thank you to all our 
staff and volunteers for their hard work and service. I 
pray that 2018 will be as wonderful as this past year. I 
look forward to what the future holds.  
Shanon Stewart, Chair of Ministry and Personnel  
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Special Thank You 
to Joan McKinnon for editing, 

Marlene Oldham for 
proofreading, and Meagan 

Baschak for design
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Library News 

Do you ever check the library selections of the 
month? They usually have a theme to do with 
that month. For instance the month of November 
had books to commemorate the wars in which 
Canada has been involved. This December the 
books will centre on Christmas time. You can be 
sure there will be books for children to enjoy. 
One such book is Michael Garland’s, “The Mouse 
before Christmas”. It is a beautiful illustrated 
book that any child would enjoy. “A Treasure of 

Christmas Stories” is another children’s book that will be displayed. Perhaps some of the stories from 
this book could be read aloud so the whole family could enjoy them. You will see “Baby’s First Book 
about Christmas”.  It is a good read for the very young. “Christmas in My Heart” by Joe Wheeler is a 
book for adults that you will see in the selections of the month. There will be other interesting reads 
for December and the holidays. Please take out one or more of these books and check out any other 
book in the library too and take some home for your holiday reading. 
Also, don’t forget our display cases in the hallway by the Minister’s office. They have lots of historical 
references to our two older churches and interesting objects to do with our former parishioners. Feel 
free to open the doors and take a closer look.  
Virginia Braid 

 
“The task ahead of us is never as  
great as the Power behind us. ” 

Music Ministry 

What a busy fall this has been!  Thanks to everyone who has helped us with the music!  
A big thanks to the choir who meet regularly ( and early !!) to prepare music together as well as our 
instrumentalists, Louise Sloan and John Oldham who add a rich texture to our congregational 
hymns, not to mention the many guests we have had this fall:  Jen Nembhard with her steel drums, 
Jay Stoller for leading the African drumming workshop, The Red Robe Women's Drum Society for 
their leadership with indigenous drums and singing at the joint service, Monica Bailey with her flute, 
Ken Peters with his violin,  and Sarahng Cho with a piano solo.   
And that's not all, we had an equal number of guests help us with the concert for our evening of 
"Syrian Delights" :  The Winnipeg Boy's Choir under the direction of Carolyn Boyes, the Whiteshell 
String Quartet, Atticus McIlraith, as well as Zuzu from "our" Syrian families together with the 
children attending the pizza party!  In addition,  our choir sang joined by the Korean Church choir, 
and the fabulous soloist, Ellen Ward. Thanks also to Don Young for being the MC.   
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You have made it a fall to remember!  Now we are looking forward to Advent and Christmas assisted 
by our choir, instrumentalists, and a return of Monica, Atticus, Sarahng.    We are so fortunate!  Did I 
mention we also have a ukulele group under the leadership of Don Young and John McNairnay that 
will also present at Christmas?   Yes, we are so blessed! thank you everyone!  
Arlene Baschak, music director.  

 
New Sound System 

If you have seen the sound technician trying to 
figure out why something isn’t working at the 
beginning of a service; or if you have noticed that 
the technician is operating two sound boards; or 
if you have seen a scramble for a working mike 
when the wireless dies during a joint service; or if 
you have seen people trying to get their hearing 
assist sets to work; or if you have noticed that the 
sound quality varies depending on where you sit; 
then you have a sense that something is not quite 
right with our sound system. 

The fact is, our “system” is a patchwork of bits and pieces assembled over many years.  It is time for 
us to have a system that is designed for our space, that is reliable, that provides good quality sound 
everywhere and that is simpler for our sound techs to use.   
We asked Advance Pro, with their extensive experience designing sound systems for Winnipeg 
churches, to propose a solution.  In our conversations we developed a confidence that Advance Pro 
understood our needs and our financial limitations. 
Their proposal: 

I. A simple mixer to replace the two existing sound boards; 
II. Two centre mounted speakers, one to fill the front sanctuary and one to fill the rear, to replace 

the three existing speakers with ceiling mounted speakers for the back (overhang); 
III. Two wireless ear mics to replace wireless lapel mic and wireless hand held; 
IV. An FM hearing assist system to replace the old infrared system; 
V. Amplifier, wiring and other material to connect and power the system; 
VI. Training for our volunteer sound techs; 
VII. Set up and ongoing support for the system 

All that costs $23,000 plus tax plus electrical and relocating the sound booth.  At the congregational 
meeting on November 19th this plan was approved for up to $27,000, with the money coming from 
the Planned Gift fund. We were not approved for a grant from the Community Places Program but we 

are still waiting to hear from the Cropo Foundation.  The Korean church will pay for half of this 
cost but have asked CPUC to cover the initial fee with them reimbursing their 50% in equal annual 
payments over 5 years.  Out hope is that the system can be in place early in the New Year. 
John McNairnay 
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Treasurer Update 

Advent is fast approaching and I just received 
my reminder from Joan that it’s time 
(already!) for another financial update.   

At the end of October, church revenue for 
2017 had reached $124,295 (78.9% of 
budget) while church expenses were at 
$141,556 (82.6% of budget), resulting in a 
deficit of $17,261. The extra deficit was 
partially due to a reduction in church fund 
raisers this year to make way for other 
important initiatives, and may yet be offset 
through Christmas gifts for ministry. 

The $13,500 approved at the last annual meeting to cover the budget deficit has been transferred 
from the Planned Gift Fund. 

The Refugee Fund jointly created with the South Osborne Syrian Refugee Initiative (SOSRI) is now 
entering its final phase as our three privately sponsored families reach the 1-year anniversary of their 
arrival and the end of their sponsorship period.  A highly successful Syrian Delights dinner and 
concert was held on November 4th and raised $5,772, which, along with donations received this fall, 
will more than cover the Fund’s remaining financial obligations. At the end of October, the balance in 
the Fund was $16,090 including $4,760 in proceeds from the dinner. This was after repaying in full 
the government immigration loans to all three families, a total of $18,196. Be sure to watch for the 
new sound system in the new year! and consider a Christmas Gift for the Church this year! 

Joanne Davidson-Jury, Treasurer, Leadership Team 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Christmas at Oak Table 2017  
On behalf of all the volunteers who spend Tuesdays at 
Oak Table I want to thank Churchill Park for being a 
constant support through your actions and prayers.  We 
couldn’t make these Tuesdays so fantastic without your 
help.  
 There is a huge contingent from Churchill Park that 
reach out with their hearts and souls… giving of their 
gifts of love, energy and time.  Thanks to all who 
volunteer.  You are so awesome! 
Christmas is coming and with that it means planning so 
that it is a special time for everyone that comes through 

our doors.  While donations of food and clothing are generous (and these are distributed throughout 
the year) we would love to see donations of money that would enable our guests to purchase 
something of their own choice this Christmas however small.  Perhaps that would mean being able to 
pay for a modest meal; put groceries on the table; have something to fall back on in an emergency; 
or make the season special for their children.   If we can help someone feel  loved, cared about, and 
important…..that is a very good day at Oak Table and a special Christmas. 
Christmas Events:  On December 9th, the Son’s of Italy will provide a dinner for our guests.  On 
December 19th Homestead Manitoba’s Dakota House will supply a delicious turkey dinner for our 
guests and volunteers.  We will hold our regular New Year’s dinner in January to provide a bit of light 
and laughter  in what is often a bleak month for those suffering from mental health issues, 
homelessness or isolation. 
The Oak Table is sponsoring an evening with The University of Manitoba Bison Men’s Chorus , 
Sunday, December 10, 2017 from 3:00 – 4:30 at Sturgeon Creek United Church…..rush seats…..free 
will offering. 
Most Needed Items: small toothpastes (perhaps your dentist would consider donating), disposable 
razors (for men and women), Men’s and women’s new underwear (sizes M & L), warm but thin 
socks, sealing machine for preserving food and minimize waste, canned tuna, chicken, ham, fruit 
cocktail, Fresh fruit, fresh deli meat, winter hats, gloves, mitts (gently used is fine) deodorant,  
Please feel free to donate money for these specific items as this allows Oak Table to buy the items as 
needed.  Donation receipts are given for in kind and cash donations for amount of $15.00.  Please 

provide your name, address, email address (for receipts). As the Christmas season 
approaches may we keep our thoughts and prayers on a world that 

needs our spirit of love and generosity.  God Bless!  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Reading Reconciliation at Churchill Park 
Almost a year ago following a Kairos (Ecumenical Coalition for Justice and Peace) 
Blanket Exercise Sunday, we started a book club to look at some works by 
Indigenous writers. 
Following a suggestion in a Kairos resource called Strength for climbing: Steps on 
the Journey of Reconciliation we have explored titles, fiction and non-fiction, 
poetry and drama by local authors as well as those from other parts of Canada and 
the US.  Some of the books we have read are: Medicine Walk by Richard 
Wagamese, The Break and North End Love Songs by Katherena Vermette and The 
Back of the Turtle, The Inconvenient Indian, and Dead Dog Café by Thomas King. 

While learning a lot from the non-fiction titles, and exploring the themes of hope, 
redemption and resilience in the works of fiction, I feel the group has expanded 
its awareness and sensitivity – the first steps to reconciliation.  As we share our 
personal experiences, reflected in the stories there is a meaningful sense of 
interconnectedness.  I am grateful to this group for taking me along on this 
journey. 
Our next meeting is Friday, January 26 2018 and we are discussing La Rose by 
Louise Erdrich.  This book is available at the public library.  We meet at 1:00pm in 
the lounge, all are welcome. 
Mary McNairnay 

“Advent Season. A time of hope, 
preparing, joy, and love, for Jesus’ birth ” 

Syrian Delights Dinner and Concert 
An Evening of Syrian Delights on November 4th, was, in a 
word, delightful. First of all, it showed what Churchill Park 
United Church is capable of: a sit-down dinner for 200 people 
followed by a concert in our sanctuary.  It is no small feat to 
prepare food for that number, but the reviews of the Syrian food 
were fantastic.  Personally, I think everything turned out so well 
in part because there was such a positive energy in the kitchen 
and indeed in the church that day.  It was a pleasure to work 
alongside so many people for a common cause. 
I'm quite sure that anyone who attended that night now knows 
a little more about Syrian culture through the delicious food, 

spirited music and lively dancing.  Are Syrian cooking classes and dance classes on the horizon?  
It's impossible to thank everyone who helped out, but special mention goes to Zainab and members 
of the sponsored families who prepared and served the food. Also, thanks to Arlene for organizing 
the concert and to the Winnipeg Boys' Choir and the Selkirk String Quartet for their wonderful 
performances. Thanks to Joseph for the delicious ice cream.  Thanks to Linda Hubel and the kitchen 
helpers who worked so hard. Thanks to Glenn Merritt for helping with advertising and ticket sales, 
and Linda Arklie for keeping track of everything.  Thanks to everyone who bought tickets.  Oh dear, 
I know I've forgotten someone so I'll just say THANKS TO EVERYONE!  May Innes-Rose
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