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Minister’s Message 
This is the last message that I will write  
for the newsletter.  As I reflect on over  
12 years of ministry with you and sharing  
messages in the newsletter, I keep trying  
to find new ways to share the message  
that you are loved and beloved. 
 
As we prepare for Christmas, there is a  
waiting period we call Advent. 
 
What do we do in this waiting time?   
Some of us fill it with preparations for  
Christmas, shopping, baking, and making  
plans.  Some of us watch the time approach and feel lost, economically 
not able to keep up, socially isolated, or grieving a loss.  The waiting 
seems to never end. 
 
We have lost the real reason for this waiting time.  We wait and we 
open our hearts to receive and offer love.  As followers of the way of 
Jesus, we are invited to share our love with the lonely, the economical-
ly challenged, and the bereaved.  We do this by caring for our friends 
at Oak Table, visiting our isolated friends and neighbours, and taking 
the time to think and pray for others.   
 
This is my prayer and hope for each of you—that you feel the love of 
the mystery we call God and continue to share it with others. 
 
Christmas Blessings, 
Janet 
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A special thank you 

to Janet Walker for 

editing this news-

letter, to Marlene 

Oldham for proof-

reading it, and Cindy 

Kraus for layout and 

design. 

 

Also, thank you to 

Joan McKinnon for 

her years of being 

editor. 



Music Report 
It seems everyone loves Christmas music!  A few extra people have joined our choir rehearsals 
just to sing Christmas music!  Maybe you want to do that also?  We'd love to have you join us 
every Sunday morning at 8:45am. 
 
We will be starting the season on Advent I with a joint choir for our joint service with the Korean 
congregation. As well as special choir music, and music for the congregation, the season will be 
filled with musical guests, some familiar and beloved, and others new 
and surprising! 
 
We will honour Janet’s years of ministry and sing our best wishes to  
her at her retirement party on January 12th. 
 
May this season bring you into a deeper realization of this joy, hope, 
peace and love about which we sing. 
 
Submitted by, 
Arlene Baschak 
Music Director 

A Celebration of Janet Walker’s Ministry and Retirement 

 
As you know by now, our beloved minister Janet will be retiring at the end of 2019.  The 

Leadership Team and Ministry and Personnel committees are pleased to announce a celebration 
of Janet’s Ministry at a joint service and potluck luncheon event: 

Sunday, January 12 
Joint Service – 10:30am 

Potluck Luncheon – 12:30pm 

Because we expect Janet’s friends and fellow clergy to attend, the luncheon will not start 
immediately after our service to allow travel time to CPUC after conducting their own services. 

Be sure to join us to give Janet a memorable launch into retirement and bring your favourite 

potluck specialty.  See you then. 



Leadership Team Report 
As we move towards the end of the year and into the advent season, it is time to reflect on the 
changes that have happened at CPUC over the last year and look towards the changes that will 
be happening in the months ahead. 
 
Rev. Janet Walker will be retiring at the end of December and we are going to miss her greatly. 
She has been so very helpful and inspirational in guiding the Leadership Team as it oversees the 
life and work of the church.  I hope that everyone will be able to attend a special service and cel-
ebration for her on January 12th, 2020. 
 
The process of finding a new minister is underway.  A Community of Faith Profile Group was 
formed, that included Marlene Oldham, Don Young, John McNairnay, Faye Barsy, and Shanon 
Stewart.  They put together a comprehensive Ministry Profile Report that was presented to the 
congregation on November 24th, 2019.  Their report was approved unanimously and will now be 
sent to the Prairie to Pine Regional Council for approval and permission to search for a new min-
ister. 
 
Once approved by the region, the job will be posted and a Search Committee will start to receive 
applications, interview, and make a recommendation of a suitable candidate.  A congregational 
meeting will be required to approve the call for a new minister.  We will also be looking for a half 
time Supply Minister that can help fill the “gap” during the search process. The search could take 
three to six months. 
 
On behalf of the Leadership Team, I would like to thank all the members of the Profile Com-
mittee for their huge effort in gathering information and preparing the profile document in a 
very short time  period.  I would also like to thank all of the members of the congregation who 
participated in the process and for their support so far.   
 
Glenn Merritt has graciously offered to represent us in Cuba for their 20th Anniversary, in De-
cember.  Glenn will extend words of greeting on behalf of CPUC, and then will present them with 
our gifts.   
 
The congregation at CPUC is truly an amazing group of people! 
 
Glenn Harrison 
Chair, Leadership Team 



Treasurer’s Report 

If April showers bring May flowers, then it seems November gloom brings December’s bright-
ness –the spirit of Christmas, the joy of giving, and new hope for peace. November is also stew-
ardship time, a time to reflect on, and maybe change, our financial pledges or volunteer commit-
ments for the year ahead. This Advent will also be a time of another change as Janet prepares 
for a well-deserved retirement (well, as worship leader and daily mentor for our many initiatives 
anyway), and the search for a replacement begins in earnest. There is never a shortage of tasks, 
and while many lend a hand and more, there is always opportunity for new ways of thinking and 
doing. 
 
Encouragingly, the financial picture at the end of October was a positive one, with net income of 
$1,680.48, thanks to receipt of the final Canada Summer Jobs grant payment, $1,945, bringing 
the total grant received to $10,239. No transfers from the Planned Gift Fund (PGF) to cover an 
operating deficit have been needed so far in 2019, a situation it is hoped will continue to year 
end. This positive development was made possible by insurance payments received earlier in the 
year in support of Janet’s medical leave and by staff and volunteers who performed many of her 
tasks in her absence and after her return to a modified schedule.  
 
The purchase of additional commercial kitchen equipment was approved by the congregation on 
September 29th, at a net cost of up to $7,500, thanks to a grant from the Manitoba Agriculture 
Food Enterprise Program and installation will begin shortly. And our major annual fundraising 
event, the fall garage sale, raised $2,850, thanks to many hands.  
 
Seasons greetings to all, 
Your treasurer, Joanne 

 Sunday December 1 at 10:30am – Advent 1 Joint service with Korean United Church.  Potluck 

lunch to follow. 

 Sunday December 1 at 11:30am—Bake Sale 

 Sunday December 8 – Advent 2 

 Sunday December 15 – Advent 3 

 Sunday December 22 – Advent 4 

 December 24 at 7:30pm—Christmas Eve Service 

 December 29 —Worship around the breakfast table 

 December 31 at 7:00pm—New Year’s Eve gathering.  Bring an appetizer. 

 Sunday January 12 at 10:30am—Joint Service with Korean United Church.  Potluck lunch to 

follow. 

Upcoming Services and Events 



M&P Report 
As you all know, it is almost time to say good-bye to our extremely efficient, and well-loved min-
ister, Rev. Janet Walker who retires at the end of December.  We will have a celebration of her 
ministry to our community of faith (congregation) on Sunday, January 12, 2020. Look for more 
details elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
I would like to thank Faye Barsy for continuing to be part of our M&P Committee until the end of 
December in order to provide continuation of her support for Janet this fall. 
 
Don Young will continue to work with The Search.  What an exciting privilege it is for all who are 
taking part seeking our future vision! 
 
Cindy (our Office Administrator) and Sherri (our Bookkeeper) are  learning all the ins-and-outs of 
all the things going on in our church and looking after each unique detail of our happenings . 
 
Arlene will continue to offer gifts and skills with whoever might come to provide an integrated 
worship service starting in January.  We appreciate the difference it makes to have the right 
hymn with the right message!  I am sure it will seem odd for her not to be working on this with 
Janet. 
 
Wayne keeps us humming along smoothly as he cares 
for our building.  We appreciate the extra  
work he puts in most of us probably take for  
granted.  Thanks Wayne! 
 
I would also like to thank our volunteers who put  
in many hours doing things that keep us strong. We 
are truly the little church that does. 
 
Submitted by June Drummond, Chair of M&P, on  
behalf of Faye Barsy, Don Young, and Glenn Merritt. 



Library Report 

When you’re reading this report, winter will definitely have arrived. It will be snowy and cold, 
the perfect season to stay indoors and read a good book. I would like to make some suggestions 
for your reading pleasure from our Church Library. 
 
We have a wealth of books and something for everyone.  Here are a few ideas. From the Novel 
section, why don’t you try a classic such as W.O. Mitchell’s, “Who Has Seen the Wind” or Charles 
Dickens, “A Tale of Two Cities”. There are more modern writers, Miriam Toews, “Summer of My 
Amazing Luck” or Isabel Allende, “Ines of My Soul”.  
 
For readers who prefer non-fiction, our History section is right up your alley. This winter take a 
gander at “Finding the Heather, The Life and Times of Nellie McClung” by Mary Hallett and Mari-
lyn Davie. Our Native Literature section always has something interesting. There you will find 
fascinating books such as Joseph K. Dixon, “The Vanishing Race” and “I Have Lived Here Since 
the World Began” by Arthur J. Ray. 
 
If you want to use winter time for religious reflections, then search through the Meditation, The-
ology, Bible and Church sections. Some good books from these areas are Reverend Bruce Miles’ 
“A Moment of Meditation”, “The Parables of Jesus” by A.C. Forrest, Robert Brown’s, “The Bible 
Speaks to You” and Frances Gardner Hunter’s “Hang Loose with Jesus”. 
 
What? You don’t want to read in wintertime. Well, we have CDs, film tapes, talking books, mu-
sic, stories, and drama.  
 

 You have to agree with me that our Church  
 Library has something for everyone. It is  
 diverse, inclusive, and inviting. Please check it out.  
 
 Submitted by Virginia Braid 

 
Passages 

 
September 2019  

to  November 2019 

 

Eileen Milne 

Millie Friesen 

Walter Boswick 



Building Report 
You know, for a little while I think I felt like an “empty nester”, that person who has just said goodbye to 
their last son or daughter who is leaving home. It was certainly great having David, Heritier, and Bietiel work-
ing with me over the summer months, but suddenly August was gone and so were they. What could I do 
now? I felt so alone. I need not have worried. In a couple of 
days September rolled around and, wham, the church was 
again alive and humming. We welcomed back: 
• The Scouting  and Guiding Organizations 
• Monday Bridge, Knitting, and Book Clubs 
• Nelly’s Tennis Classes  
• Sweet Adelines  
• EAL (English as an additional Language ) 
• Shoestring Theatre  
• The Spiritualist Fellowship  
• The International Folk Dancers  
• Earth Explorers  
• Valdine’s great choir “Espirit d’Coeur” 
• European Martial Arts  
And of course,  “Messy Church” worship, CPUC and Korean Worship , Sunday School, and meetings 

 
Then there are the Kitchen workers: 
• Frere Jacques who makes pate. 
• Jemiah with her Pilipino delights.  
• Marcede with her almond butter. 
• Shelly with her cakes. 
• Tasty desserts  
• Dianne with her perogies. 
• Amanda with her catering group. 
• Eileen’s “Tasty Bits”. 
• Gilbert with his 600 jars of peanut butter. 
 
 

 
Seriously though, the building seems to be in good shape (fingers crossed & knock on wood). People are gen-
erally treating the building with respect and that is good. It has proven itself to be a great resource for the 
community.  
 
Unfortunately, the outside of the building did not fare as well. While the spring and summer seasons were 
great, the October 10th snowfall did some damage (which you can see in these photos) and still see on the 
grounds today.  Our lovely pyramid cedars and other trees are giving us a new look which in time I hope we 
will get to like and enjoy.  I think trees are a lot like us - they can bend and break and still hang on to life and 
become better for it.  Well, that’s it from me, so till the next time, have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Safe 2020.  
 
Wayne Arklie 
Caretaker    



Oak Table Report 
Hello to our wonderful church that supports and encourages a huge relationship with Oak Table.  
There are few words to describe what it is like to know we are not in isolation as we work to-
gether to feed the homeless and the hungry.  We know we are being supported with your pray-
ers and a substantial financial commitment as well.  Amen to that! 
 
May Innes-Rose has taken over as Tuesday’s “ lead” to direct and make decisions around what 
and how we feed the many who come through our doors (approx. 145 daily).   Both Eveline and I 
are so grateful to be able to hand the reins over to May.  It is a big undertaking and she is doing 
a tremendous job of coordinating all the organizing that needs to be done…it seems to come 
naturally to her.  We love her energy and enthusiasm.   
 
The needs for winter remain the same:  heavier socks, long underwear, undershirts, toques, and 
mitts.  I believe they are giving the okay to scarves this year.  Berna, the coordinator of clothing, 
said they are badly in need of winter boots and warm winter jackets for both men and women.     
Join the Toonie Campaign again this year!  We will be providing a Toonie container for you to 
drop your toonies  in either at the back of the church or in the lounge.  It is hoped you will sup-
port the campaign so that everyone in need can have access to clean underwear!   
 
A big thanks again to a church that really cares and loves to share….you make a difference in  the 

lives of so many.  

Betty Sanguin 



Churchill Park United’s Christmas Gift List For Ministry 
 

As you share this Christmas please consider a gift to the church.  We are working towards having 
a balanced budget and we are close and feel, with this special appeal, we might achieve it.  We 
are having some fun with everyday costs we have, so give your gift and place a symbol on the 
tree.  If you wish to give it as a gift to someone, we have gift cards for you to use.  Thank you for 
your generosity in sharing the Ministry of Churchill Park United Church. 

Item for Sale Description Value 

1 Birthday cake 

 

Each month we have a birthday cake to celebrate all the 

birthdays happening in that month. That’s 12 cakes a year! 

That’s a lot of cake! 

$36 

4 L Multi-purpose 

building cleaner 

 

Having a clean building is good!  Our congregation is happy, 

our renters are happy, and our Building Manager is happy 

(and busy).  At CPUC we strive to use only environmentally 

friendly cleaning products in our building as practicing good 

stewards of our environment. 

$30 

1 month of fellow-

ship coffee 

 

Fellowship after church would not be the same without a 

good cup of coffee and some treats in addition to the 

catching up on each other’s lives.  Did you know that all our 

coffee served after church is fair trade coffee?  Most of the 

money spent on this coffee goes directly to the growers.  

By purchasing and using fair trade coffee we are extending 

justice to the underprivileged in other countries. 

$42 

Annual Carpet 

cleaning 

 

Dirt, mud, and general grime carried into church with our 

feet gets ground into our carpets. Regular cleaning of our 

carpets extends their longevity.  We are fortunate at CPUC 

to have a Building Manager who is willing and able to do 

the physical work to keep the costs of carpet cleaning 

down to renting a machine and purchasing carpet cleaner. 

$45 

3 months of toilet 

paper and paper 

towels 

 

Have you ever gone to the washroom only to reach out and 

find that there is nothing there to conclude your business?  

Just that lone empty roll.  Paper towels are too far away to 

contemplate using them or the roll is empty.  Drip drying 

only goes so far.  We do not want any of our guests, or our-

selves, to experience that at church.  But as always, there is 

a cost. 

$75 

Oak Table – 

1  month cost 

 

Our share of Oak Table helps to supply the additional food 

needs on Tuesday.  Churchill Park has taken on this day to 

offer a meal, share a conversation, and give the gift of 

friendship to the guests that day. 

$80 



1 month of worship 

supplies 

 

What are worship supplies?  Well…let’s think.  Worship 

supplies could be obvious in the candles we use.  Worship 

supplies may also be more subtle like the hearts or stones 

we all received this fall that made worship more meaning-

ful to many. Worship supplies make our worship rich and 

meaningful. 

$92 

Stamps for 1 issue 

of the Newsletter 

 

Have you ever been away from church for a while because 

of surgery, illness, or perhaps ‘life’ just got in the way?  If 

so, you probably received one of our newsletters in the 

mail.  Sending out our newsletter is a great way for our 

church to keep in touch with those who cannot make it to 

church.  It is a way of saying, “Hey!  You are not forgotten. 

Here is what we have been up to and are going to be do-

ing.” 

$120 

1 week of gas and 

electricity 

  

 

Our building is kept warm for long days in the winter.  

Some of that time may be for the comfort of a few staff 

from both churches, but other times of the day it is for the 

young people who use our building in the evenings or 

renters who use our building during the day, in the even-

ing, or on weekends and provide much needed income for 

us. Keep the building toasty warm in the winter and well lit 

for all those evening activities. 

$197 

Tuning 3 pianos 

and 1 grand 

 

Music is such an intrinsic part of our Sunday morning wor-

ship and how wonderful it is to hear the music from an in-

strument that is well tuned.  Music groups who use our 

church for recitals and musical evenings do so partly be-

cause of our baby grand.  However, I don’t think they 

would use it if it was not well maintained. 

$410 

1 month of gas 

and electricity 

 

Help keep the building toasty warm in the winter and well 

lit for all the activities that happen in our church during the 

day, in the evenings, and on weekends. 

  

  

$854 

Cost of furnace 

start-up and repairs 

 

Does anyone remember a number of years ago when we all 

came to church only to find out that we were extremely 

cold and had no working boiler?  It took about 6 weeks to 

get a new boiler installed and operational.  Due to the high 

cost of a new boiler we were not able to do a lot of neces-

sary repairs that helped the system work well.  Each year 

we need to replace some pipes or fix some radiators, so 

even though our boiler is relatively new, our heating sys-

tem is not.  Keeping our old heating system serving us well 

requires diligence in maintenance. 

$2000 


